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cooperate with international prosecu-
tion efforts. He was convicted in
absentia for his crimes by France. He
was born in 1912 and last seen in 2001.
While is it doubtful that he is still
alive, there is no conclusive evidence of
his death.

Another case is that of Milivoj Asner,
who served as the police chief of the
city of Slavonska Pozega. During 1941
and 1942, Mr. Asner orchestrated the
robbery, persecution and destruction of
the local Serb, Jewish, and Gypsy com-
munities, which culminated in the de-
portation of hundreds of civilians to
Ustasha concentration camps, where
most of the deportees were murdered.
After his exposure in Operation: Last
Chance, the former police chief later
escaped once again to Klagenfurt, Aus-
tria where he currently resides.

Within our own government, the Of-
fice of Special Investigations at the
Justice Department is tasked with
identifying, investigating and denying
refuge in the United States to the Nazi
persecutors. As a result, the U.S. is the
only country in the world to have won
an ‘“‘A” rating from the Simon
Wiesenthal Center for effectiveness in
pursuing justice for Holocaust crimes.

Yet despite the best efforts of the
U.S. Government and tireless work of
organizations like the Wiesenthal Cen-
ter, some countries continue to harbor
wanted Nazis and refuse to accept the
extradition of Nazi criminals from
other countries, including the U.S.
This inaction is shameful.

It is incumbent upon us as Americans
to honor the memory of those killed in
the Holocaust and to pay tribute to the
sacrifices of the men and women who
fought and died in World War II. The
last surviving Nazi war criminals are
dying off. We must do everything in
our power, including equipping our own
government with important tools, to
bring these war criminals to justice be-
fore it is too late.

The World War II War Crimes Ac-
countability Act seeks to strengthen
U.S. efforts by directing the Attorney
General to assess a country’s coopera-
tion in prosecuting and extraditing war
criminals when considering prospective
countries for admission into the Visa
Waiver Program. It also requires the
President to issue an annual report de-
scribing such cooperation for countries
seeking entry into or renewal of the
Visa Waiver Program.

I believe that giving the administra-
tion this added review process will help
encourage foreign governments to pros-
ecute and extradite wanted criminals. I
hope that others will join me in co-
sponsoring this legislation and voting
it into law.

Time is of the essence. Surviving
Nazi war criminals are becoming in-
creasingly rare. We must do all that we
can before it is too late.

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
ENSIGN):

S. 1711. A bill to amend the Internal

Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax in-
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centives for making homes more
water-efficient, for building new water-
efficient homes, for public water con-
servation, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to introduce three pieces of legislation:
the Water Efficiency and Conservation
Investment Act, S. 1711, the Water Effi-
ciency, Conservation and Adaptation
Act, S. 1712, and the Water Efficiency
via Carbon Harvesting and Restoration
Act, S. 1713.

Water is our world’s most precious
and important limited natural re-
source—access to water is vital for
every person and life form on this plan-
et. Albert Szent-Gyorgyi, a Hungarian
Nobel Prize winning doctor, once said
that “water is life’s mater and matrix,
mother and medium. There is no life
without water.”

While Nevada is blessed with beau-
tiful desert landscapes and tremendous
clean energy resources, we are not
blessed with abundant water supplies.
That is why I am introducing legisla-
tion together with my friend Senator
ENSIGN and others that will: encourage
Americans to use water more effi-
ciently; ensure that future generations
have access to adequate supplies of
clean water; and convert water stealing
invasive weeds to sequestered carbon
and clean-burning fuels.

A lengthy drought is taking its toll
on the Colorado River Basin states, es-
pecially Nevada, Arizona, and Cali-
fornia. More than 30 million people rely
on water from the Colorado River,
which supplies Southern Nevada with
90 percent of its water. Water levels at
Lake Mead, where water used by 1.9
million Nevadans 1is stored, have
dropped by roughly 100 feet. If the
drought in the Southwest continues
the lake could dry up in the next 12
years, according to a study by the
Scripps Institution of Oceanography.

Growing population, rising water de-
mand, climate change induced disrup-
tions to the water cycle, aging infra-
structure, and water disputes all neces-
sitate early action so the water re-
sources we rely on today can be en-
joyed by the next generation.

Even without considering the effects
of climate change, the U.S. Global
Change Research Program has identi-
fied many serious water supply con-
flicts in the Colorado River Basin
states by 2025. Factoring in the
USGCRP’s projection that precipita-
tion runoff will decrease in the South-
west by up to 40 percent in some areas
over the next half century as a result
of a changing climate, it is clear that
immediate and constant attention is
and will be necessary to address these
water supply problems.

Legislation is urgently needed to pro-
mote greater water efficiency and cre-
ate better financing options for im-
proving our infrastructure to save, re-
cycle and reuse water. Strong tax in-
centives to make our homes and yards
more water efficient and to increase in-
vestments in extending the life of our
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existing water supplies will help secure
water scarce regions against the eco-
nomic and health catastrophes that
would occur if their water supplies
were to run dry.

We need to invest meaningfully in
planning for, adapting to and miti-
gating the effects of climate change on
water supplies and water infrastruc-
ture with which Nevadans are becom-
ing all too familiar. It is important
that we start planning right away for a
more secure water supply future.

Investing in water efficiency and
adapting our water systems to a chang-
ing climate not only prepares us for
the future, it also can save consumers
hundreds of dollars on their water bills.
Additionally, adequate funding for the
legislation I am introducing today
could create tens of thousands of jobs.
A $1 million direct investment in water
efficiency is estimated to create be-
tween 15 and 22 jobs—more than double
the jobs created by coal or oil invest-
ments.

Together, the Water Efficiency and
Conservation Investment Act and the
Water Efficiency, Conservation and Ad-
aptation Act provide the right balance
of tax incentives, financing and grant
programs to begin formulating a na-
tional strategy to address these press-
ing needs and ensure that current and
future Nevadans will have greater and
more sustainable economic growth op-
portunities.

The Water Efficiency via Carbon Har-
vesting and Restoration Act also helps
protect our water resources, and does
much more. Invasive weeds and dan-
gerous fuels buildup in Western land-
scapes have become recipes for disaster
on a seemingly annual basis. The Bu-
reau of Land Management has esti-
mated that a single acre of salt cedar
robs our watersheds of nearly a million
gallons of water each year. The Na-
tional Park Service has found that the
infestation at Lake Mead National
Recreation Area alone covers almost
7,000 acres. Removing the salt cedar
from this one area would restore
enough water to satisfy the needs of
72,000 Las Vegas residents.

At the same time, expansion of
pinyon and juniper now covers up to 9
million acres of the public lands in the
Great Basin, forming dense thickets
impenetrable to most wildlife, and cre-
ating enormous wildland fire hazards.

Using biochar production technology,
we can restore these impacted land-
scapes, while producing valuable prod-
ucts that can help address climate
change through long term carbon se-
questration, benefit agriculture and
the environment by reducing the need
for chemical fertilizers, and produce
cleaner-burning fuels to help meet our
Nation’s energy needs. All of this can
be achieved while saving billions of
gallons of water, reducing the risks of
hotter and more difficult to extinguish
wildfires, and creating rural economic
development opportunities.

Let me offer a brief description of
how biochar technology works: the



